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Record  Pheasant  Hatch  This  Year 
At  Brooks  Provincial  Game  Farm 

Approximately  7,000  pheasants  and  1,000  Chukars  will  be 
distributed  this  year  from  the  Provincial  Pheasant  Hatchery  at 
Brooks. 

The  hatch  this  year  at  the  pheasant  hatchery  is  expected 
to  total  about  7,500,  following  the  highest  total  in  the  hatchery's 
history.  Keeping  a  ratio  of  one  cock  to  every  10  hens  and  keeping 
the  hens  in  the  laying  pens  until  the  eggs  are  laid  appear  to 
have  helped  to  increase  the  incubation  success  of  eggs  to  85 
percent  this  year. 

Four  incubators,  each  hatching  3,000  eggs,  are  now  used 
at  the  hatchery,  with  a  hatch  appearing  each  four  days.  After 
hatching,  the  chicks  are  kept  in  the  chick  boxes  for  24  hours 
to  see  if  they  can  absorb  their  yoke  sacks  and  then  are  put  into 
the  39  brooder  houses.  The  wait  in  the  chick  boxes  assures 
that  the  chicks  will  be  hungry  enough  to  move  around  in  the 
brooder  houses  and  adjust  quickly  from  the  101  degree  tempera- 
ture of  the  incubator  to  the  cooler  atmosphere  of  the  brooder 
houses. 

In  the  brooder  houses,  the  chicks  stay  as  the  heat  is  cut 
gradually  to  outside  temperature.  When  they  are  from  ten  days 
to  two  weeks  of  age,  they  are  allowed  to  go  out  into  the  exercise 
pens.  At  the  age  of  five  weeks  they  move  out  from  the  brooder 
houses  to  the  large  pens  and  after  12  weeks  in  the  outside 
natural  environment  are  banded  and  released. 

Parent  stock  are  selected  in  October  and  mate  during  the 
first  week  of  April;  the  parent  stock  are  released  each  spring. 
Cock  birds  for  parent  stock  come  from  eggs  secured  from  wild 
birds. 

Pheasants  are  released  now  in  areas  which  the  Game 
Branch's  biological  surveys  indicate  are  favorable  habitats  for 
the  game  birds.  Hunters  can  co-operate  in  the  Game  Branch's 
pheasant  program  by  returning  bands  of  pheasants  shot  to  the 
Game  Branch,  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests,  Edmonton  • 


Albert  Government  Photo — Ross 
Newly  hatched  pheasant  chicks  are  seen  amid  their  unhatched  brothers  in  an 
incubator  at  the  Provincial  Pheasant  Hatchery  at  Brooks. 


Alberta  Government  Photo — Marsden 
This  highway  bridge  spans  the  Athabasca  River  near  Whitecourt.  Replacing 
a  ferry  in  summer  and  an  ice  bridge  in  winter,  the  bridge  oilers  a  crossing 
at  the  start  of  the  new  Whitecourt-Valleyview  road,  expected  to  be  opened 
to  traffic  before  the  end  of  this  year's  construction  season. 

Forest  Radios  Serviced 
By  Long  Distance  Advice 

Getting  forestry  radio  sets  back  into  operation  through, 
instructions  radioed  from  distant  technicians  has  proved  a 
remarkably  successful  procedure  for  the  Radio  Branch  of  the 
Alberta  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests. 

Forestry  officers  manning  the  transmitter-receivers  in  forestry 
lookout  stations  throughout  the  Province  are  instructed  in  proper 
operating  procedures  but  leave  all  repair  work  to  radio  branch 
technicians. 

Despite  the  tower  operators'  lack  of  qualifications  as  radio 
repair  men,  they  often  manage  to  get  their  sets  back  into  opera- 
tion through  "long-distance  trouble-shooting,"  an  emergency 
maintenance  technique  developed  by  the  branch  through 
necessity.  When  a  tower  station  breaks  down,  the  operator  gets 
in  touch  with  a  technician  at  headquarters  station  through  the 
low-power  emergency  transmitter-receiver  provided  at  each 
station.  With  the  operator  describing  the  symptoms  of  his  trouble- 
some set,  the  technician  at  headquarters  can  make  a  diagnosis 
and  suggest  remedies  which  the  operator  can  make  under  the 
technician's  radioed  instructions.  By  a  process  of  elimination,  the 
set  can  often  be  brought  back  into  operational  use  without  the 
technician  visiting  the  tower  for  maintenance. 

Use  of  this  technique  naturally  is  limited  to  the  simpler 
faults  but  because  the  technicians  have  a  great  familiarity  with 
the  sets  they  maintain,  they  can  visualize  in  perfect  detail  the 
controls  and  circuits  of  the  set  which  is  causing  trouble  to  the 
tower  operator  and  direct  his  movements  and  actions  accurately. 
The  branch  has  had  an  amazing  degree  of  success  with  their 
"long-distance  trouble  shooting"  and  has  kept  the  unserviceable 
period  of  their  sets  at  a  minimum.  • 
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Historical  Sign  Unveiled 


PONOKA  CELEBRATES  50th  ANNIVERSARY 

Citizens  Stage  Parades,  Country  Fair  And  Large  Civil 
Defence  Demonstration  During  Five  Festive  Days 


The  pages  of  history  rolled  back  a  half  century  during  the 
iirst  week  in  August,  when  the  town  of  Ponoka  celebrated  its 
50th  anniversary. 

High  button  shoes,  christie  stiffs,  wasp-waisted  gowns  and 
even  a  few  bustles  made  their  appearance  on  Ponoka's  streets 
and  in  store  windows  as  the  whole  town  and  surrounding  district 
co-operated  to  present  the  biggest  non-commercial  spectacle  in 
the  history  of  central  Alberta.  Five  days  beginning  August  1st 
were  crammed  with  parades,  oldtime  dances,  fiddling  contests, 
and  were  topped  off  with  elaborate  Civil  Defence  exercises. 

Religious  Services  Open  Week 

The  week  started  with  Ponoka  religious  groups  holding 
combined  church  services  and  thanksgiving  in  the  new  arena. 
More  than  2,000  district  residents  and  pioneers  who  had  returned 
for  the  occasion  were  present  to  hear  the  massed  choir  of  75 
voices. 

The  gay  carnival  spirit  was  in  the  air  early  Monday  morning 
as  people  from  the  surrounding  area  drove  into  town  in  cars 
and  trucks.  Indians  from  the  neighboring  reserves  gathered  west 
of  the  Ponoka  arena  and  soon  had  a  village  of  tepees  and  tents 
erected  on  the  flat.  By  11  a.m.  the  streets  were  crowded  for  the 
anniversary  parade.  Heedless  of  the  ominous  clouds  which  had 
unleashed  a  deluge  during  the  night,  the  crowds  were  anxious 
to  see  Ponoka's  celebration  underway. 

Parade  Over  a  Mile  Long 

There  was  no  doubt  it  was  the  biggest  parade  in  the  town's 
50  years  of  history.  It  was  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half  long 
and  contained  51  floats,  ranging  from  an  old  covered  wagon 
drawn  by  a  team  of  oxen  to  modern  models  of  automobiles. 
Floats  from  surrounding  districts  such  as  Concord,  Wood  River, 
Climax  Seafield,  Eastside  and  Chesterwold,  contained  many 
oldtimers  who  had  arrived  in  the  district  previous  to  1904.  The 
Asker  float  even  had  the  first  married  couple,  the  first  school 
teacher  and  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  district. 

Several  relics  from  the  past  in  the  way  of  machinery  and 
vehicles  appeared  in  the  parade.  There  was  an  1885  Studebaker 
— a  horse  carriage  which  pre-dated  that  company's  manufacture 
of  the  horseless  variety — a  1915  tractor  with  front  wheels  almost 
as  large  as  the  rear  ones,  a  1911  Cadillac,  and  a  covered  wagon 
inscribed:  "Ponoka  or  bust,  1904.  Go  west  young  man.  The  women 
will  follow." 

Local  service  clubs  presented  colorful  displays,  as  did  local 
businesses,  the  municipal  hospital,  the  town  light  department, 
the  county,  agricultural  service  board  and  the  4-H  Clubs. 

Following  the  parade,  visitors  toured  the  streets  viewing 
the  many  interesting  and  unusual  window  displays.  Almost  all 
the  businesses  displayed  something  historical.  Dress  shops 
featured  hats,  dresses  and  shoes  from  the  Gay  Nineties,  drug 
stores  displayed  old  style  medicines  including  a  generous  mixture 
of  sulphur  and  molasses,  while  other  stores  borrowed  interesting 
relics  for  display.  There  were  copper  bedwarmers,  ostrich  plume 
hats,  spinning  wheels,  cylindrical-type  phonographs,  old  muskets, 
iron  pots,  dolls,  broadaxes,  churns,  samplers  and  just  about  every 
item  owned  by  early  Alberta  pioneers. 

Historical  Museum 

To  complete  the  historical  display,  the  Grandmeadow 
F.W.U.A.  local  established  a  museum  for  the  week  in  the  Elks' 
Hall.  Here  were  old  photographs,  brass  kettles,  lamps,  a  family 
Bible,  guns,  powder  horn,  rocking  chairs,  Indian  displays,  and 
many  handmade  items  which  had  been  brought  to  Ponoka  50 
years  ago  by  immigrants  from  the  United  States  and  Europe. 
The  town,  in  an  effort  to  provide  a  permanent  reminder  of  the 
celebration,  offered  for  sale  a  94-page  booklet  telling  the  history 
of  the  area  from  1800  to  1904  and  including  biographies  of 
first  settlers  and  histories  of  surrounding  school  districts. 


Monday  afternoon  featured  the  official  opening  of  the  week- 
long  celebrations.  Oldtimers  and  former  mayors  joined  dignitaries 
on  the  platform  at  the  Ponoka  arena  while  more  than  1,500 
persons  jammed  the  building.  Among  the  guests  was  J.  D.  Mc- 
Gillivray,  94,  who  was  elected  the  first  mayor  of  Ponoka  when 
it  was  incorporated  as  a  town  in  1904.  Now  a  resident  of  Fawcett, 
Mr.  McGillivray  made  a  special  trip  to  join  Ponoka  in  its  anni- 
versary. Also  among  the  guests  were  the  two  oldest  settlers  who 
still  reside  in  the  Ponoka  area.  These  are  Mrs.  E.  B.  Johnston, 
who  has  lived  in  the  district  since  1893,  and  Lars  Larson,  who 
arrived  in  1894. 

The  celebrations  were  officially  opened  by  Mayor  H.  H. 
Roberts,  while  messages  were  brought  by  a  variety  of  officials, 
and  guests,  including  F.  E.  Algar,  first  storekeeper  in  Ponoka, 
and  Glen  Johnston,  M.L.A.  for  the  district. 

Crees  Dance  in  Village 

The  official  opening  was  followed  by  entertainment  at  the 
Indian  village.  Here  gaily  clad  Crees  ranging  in  age  from  three 
to  eighty  put  on  a  colorful  demonstration  of  the  prairie  chicken 
and  owl  dances.  The  first  day's  activities  were  completed  by  a 
band  concert  and  a  variety  show  in  the  evening. 

Tuesday's  activities  were  sponsored  by  the  Ponoka  Kinsmen 
Club  and  featured  a  county  fair  day.  Plowing  matches  were  held 
with  a  walking  plow  match,  two-plow  tractor  contest,  large 
tractor  plowing  match  and  a  tractor  rodeo.  Other  rustic  activities 
in  the  afternoon  celebrations  were  a  turkey  shoot,  greasy  pig 
chasing  (the  winner  kept  the  pig),  and  a  variety  of  other  sports. 

The  evening  entertainment  included  a  barbecue,  fiddlers' 
contest  between  Vermilion  and  Ponoka,  old-time  fashion  review 
and  dance. 

Second  Parade 

The  rain  was  pelting  down  early  Wednesday  morning,  forc- 
ing a  two-hour  postponement  of  the  mammoth  parade.  Then, 
between  intermittent  drizzling  rain,  Ponoka's  second  large  parade 
of  the  week  was  held.  This  one  featured  many  new  floats  and 
would  easily  have  surpassed  Monday's  demonstration  had  the 
weather  been  more  suitable.  Following  the  parade,  the  chuck 
wagon  race  was  held  on  the  streets  of  the  town,  featuring  teams 
of  Shetland  ponies  drawing  miniature  wagons.  These  teams  pro- 
vided an  exciting  show  to  the  crowds  of  spectators. 

Although  intermittent  rain  forced  the  cancellation  of  baseball 
games  and  forced  many  activities  indoors,  it  failed  to  dampen 
the  spirits  of  the  many  people  who  had  come  as  far  away  as 
eastern  Canada  and  the  United  States  to  join  the  celebration. 

Thursday,  the  final  day  of  the  celebration,  received 
co-operation  from  the  weather  and  resulted  in  the  largest  crowd 
in  the  five-day  program.  Included  in  the  day's  activities  were  the 
unveiling  of  the  historical  Fort  Ostell  sign,  children's  parade. 
Civil  Defence  demonstration  and  old  timers'  banquet. 

The  unveiling  of  the  Alberta  Government's  highway  sign 
was  made  in  the  Ponoka  arena,  due  to  wet  conditions  at  the 
actual  sign  site  on  Highway  No.  2  near  Battle  River.  Glen 
Johnston,  M.L.A.  for  Ponoka,  unveiled  the  sign,  stating:  "in 
memory  of  those  who  served  and  pioneered  in  this  area,  let  us 
unveil  this  plaque  that  it  may  stand  forever  as  a  record  of  duty 
and  the  pioneer  spirit  portrayed  by  those  brave  souls  of  that 
time." 

The  ceremony  was  followed  by  the  judging  of  children's 
costumes  and  a  general  parade  in  the  arena  of  all  entrants.  The 
Civil  Defence  program  brought  approximately  3,000  people  into 
the  streets  of  Ponoka  to  witness  the  four-hour  spectacle.  The 
week's  program  was  completed  during  the  evening  with  an 
invitation  banquet  for  all  the  oldtimers  of  the  Ponoka  district.  • 
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Farmers  Practice  Irrigation 
At  Organized  Demonstrations 

Southern  Alberta  farmers  are  learning  irrigation  methods 
at  special  irrigation  demonstration  schools  arranged  by  the 
Alberta  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Started  last  year  to  fill  the  need  for  general  irrigation 
instruction  to  farmers  who  were  to  receive  irrigation  in  the  near 
future,  the  schools  are  entirely  practical.  Farmers  gather  at  a 
private  irrigated  farm  provided  for  the  demonstration  by  a 
co-operative  farmer  and  for  a  whole  afternoon,  watch  irrigation 
techniques  and  personally  handle  the  equipment  and  irrigation 
water. 

The  demonstrations  are  directed  by  C.  J.  McAndrews,  Exten- 
sion Irrigationist  at  Lethbridge,  and  R.  A.  Simmons  and  J.  L. 
Anderson,  District  Agriculturists  at  Taber  and  Medicine  Hat 
respectively. 

The  farmers  learn  that  irrigation  is  a  fairly  difficult  job 
for  the  inexperienced  but  that  common  sense,  planning  and 
patience  soon  lead  to  successful  application  of  water.  They  are 
shown  how  to  survey  their  ditches  and  the  type  of  surveying 
equipment  required,  then  are  given  a  demonstration  of  a  tractor- 
drawn  ditcher  in  action. 

They  are  given  the  opportunity  to  use  canvas,  plastic,  metal 
or  plywood  dams  and  syphons  and  spiles  to  divert  water  from  the 
ditch  to  the  land.  The  demonstrations  are  designed  to  enable 
farmers  to  observe  recommended  practices  and  to  actually  handle 
water  under  farm  conditions. 

Schools  will  be  arranged  for  any  group  of  farmers  in  an 
irrigated  area  wishing  to  participate  in  the  program.  District 
Agriculturists  will  arrange  such  a  school  for  any  interested 
group.  • 


Eight  Municipalities  Receive 
Loans  Totalling  $528,000 

A  total  of  $528,700  was  loaned  to  eight  municipalities  during 
July  under  the  Municipal  Capital  Expenditure  Loans  Act.  Loans 
to  date  under  the  Act  total  $45,769,367. 

The  July  loans  made  by  the  Provincial  Treasury  are: 

Strathcona   $100,000    water  reservoir 

Myrnam    90,000  hospital 

Raymond    90,000  hard-surfacing 

Lacombe   35,000    municipal  building 

Fairview   10,000  firehall 

Vilna   135,000    water  and  sewer  system 

Vegreville    25,700    sewer  and  water  extension 

Veteran   43,000    sewer  system 

Also  during  July,  16  rural  electrification  associations  were 
granted  loans  totalling  $331,003  under  the  Rural  Electrification 
Loans  Act.  Since  the  Act  took  effect  in  April,  1953,  a  total  of 
$5,991,032  has  been  loaned  by  the  Alberta  Government  to  develop 
rural  electrification  projects.  • 


More  Tourists  Register 
At  Macleod  Bureau 

Tourist  registrations  at  the 
Fort  Macleod  Travel  Bureau 
are  showing  a  25  percent  in- 
crease over  last  year. 

Registrations  to  the  end  of 
July  totalled  24,761,  compared 
with  19,481  for  the  same  period 
of  1953.  During  July,  16,368 
tourists  registered,  an  increase 
of  3,330  over  the  number  who 
registered  in  July,  1953. 

A  total  of  807  reservations 
for  accommodation  have  been 
made  by  teletype  and  long  dis- 
tance telephone  so  far  this  year, 
compared  to  677  in  1953.  • 


Print  Posters  In 
Six  Languages 

To  assist  Alberta  workmen 
who  cannot  speak  English, 
the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Board  has  printed  a  poster  in  six 
languages. 

The  poster  instructs  work- 
men on  the  procedure  to  follow 
after  an  industrial  accident.  It 
is  printed  in  Italian,  French, 
Hungarian,  Ukrainian,  Polish 
and  German. 

Supplies  of  these  posters  are 
available  to  employers  at  the 
Calgary  and  Edmonton  offices 
of  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Board.   '  • 


LONG  DUCK  HUNTING  SEASON 

Alberta  duck  hunters  will  have  a  long  season  this  year. 
The  season  for  ducks,  geese,  rails  and  coots  is  from  Sept.  18 
to  Dec.  4.  Bag  limit  is  eight  ducks  per  day  with  the  possession 
limit  32  ducks.  • 


Alberta  Government  Photo — Ross 
The  new  main  street  of  Drayton  Valley  is  shown  above.  Destined  to  be  the 
centre  of  the  model  oil  town's  commercial  liie,  the  street  at  present  has  only 
one  store — an  electrical  appliance  shop  specializing  in  television  sets.  The 
store,  first  new  store  to  open  in  Drayton  Valley  since  the  oilfield  came  into 
being,  is  shown  at  left  with  a  television  aerial  rising  from  its  roof.  The 
building  under  construction  in  the  background  is  the  Drayton  Valley  Hotel. 

Water,  Sewer  And  Light  Facilities 
Being  Provided  For  Drayton  Valley 

Water  and  sewer  facilities  and  electric  power  are  being 
installed  at  Drayton  Valley  during  August. 

Work  on  water  and  sewer  lines  in  the  developing  townsite 
started  in  early  August  and  completion  of  the  work  is  expected 
this  summer.  Calgary  Power  Ltd.  will  begin  installing  power  lines 
around  the  third  week  of  August. 

Communications  in  the  surrounding  Pembina  oilfield  have 
been  improved  with  the  installation  of  a  ferry  crossing,  across 
the  North  Saskatchewan  River  four  miles  south  of  Drayton  Valley. 
This  ferry  crossing  will  connect  the  new  road  south  of  the  town 
with  the  Buck  Lake-Breton  road  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

Development  permits  have  been  approved  for  around  $985,000 
of  new  construction  while  permits  for  another  $153,000  of  con- 
struction are  under  consideration.  A  total  of  $500,000  in  new 
construction  is  under  way  or  completed. 

The  townsite,  with  a  current  population  of  700,  has  formed 
a  Board  of  Trade.  Murray  Heaton,  retired  municipal  affairs  official 
who  at  one  time  during  his  government  service  administered 
the  former  Municipal  District  of  Rocky  Rapids  in  which  Drayton 
Valley  was  located,  is  Administrator  of  the  townsite.  • 

COMING  EVENTS 

During  1954  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many  events  of  provincial, 
national  and  international  interest.  Within  Our  Borders  will  list  all 
COMING  EVENTS  from  February  through  November.  Information  should 
be  forwarded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 


Date  Event 

Aug.  15— Y.W.C.A  

Aug.  16 — Autumn  Short  Painting  Course  

Aug.  16 — Alberta  Teachers'  Association  Workshop 

Aug.  17 — Pincher  Creek  Fair  

Aug.  18 — 4-H  Agriculture  and  Homemaker's  Fair   

Aug.  18 — Blood  Reserve  Rodeo   

Aug.  18 — Grande  Prairie  Rodeo  

Aug.  18 — Alberta  Derby  

Aug.  19 — Willingdon  Fair   

Aug.  19 — Lacombe  Horticultral  Show   

Aug.  20 — Wildwood  Fair  _  

Aug.  20 — Calgary  Horticultural  Show   

Aug.  21 — Drumheller  Horticultral  Show   

Aug.  22 — United  Nations  Seminar   

Aug.  22 — Canadian  Council  oj  Christian's  and  Jews 

Aug.  24 — National  Potato  Chip  Institute  

Aug.  24 — Edmonton  Horticultural  Show   

Aug.  25 — Medicine  Hat  Horticultral  Show   

Aug.  27— Fall  Race  Meet  

Aug.  27— Calf  Club  Sale  

Aug.  29 — United  Grain  Growers   

Aug.  29 — Western  Association  of  Broadcasters  

Aug.  30 — Automotive  Electric  Association  

Aug.  31 — Edmonton  Gladiolus  and  Rose  Show  

Sept.    2 — Alberta  Public  Health  Association   

Sept.    5 — Totem.  Pole  Golf  Tournament   

Sept.    6 — Cochrane  Stampede   

Sept.    6 — Desk  and  Derrick  Clubs   

Sept.    9 — Canadian  Graphic  Arts   

Sept.  10 — Alberta  Weekly  Newspapers 
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 CALGARY 

 JASPER 

 COCHRANE 

 BANFF 

 BANFF 

..EDMONTON 


Sept.  10— Canadian  School  Trustees   EDMONTON 

Sept.  10 — Regional  Congress  of  Confraternity  of  Christian  Doctrine   CALGARY 

Sept.  13 — Canadian  Education  Association   EDMONTON 

Sept.  IS— National  Coffee  Association   BANFF 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  administration 
and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used.  Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Within  Our  Borders  should  be  notified  promptly  of 
any  change  in  address.  When  sending  notice  of  address 
change,  please  make  certain  that  both  old  and  new  addresses 
are  included. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Out 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings.  Edmonton. 
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Alberta  Government  Photos — Ross 

At  left,  girls  plant  laurel  leaf  willow  cuttings  in  one  oi  the  greenhouses  at  the  Brooks  Horticultural  Station.  P.  D.  Hargrave,  station  superintendent,  is  shown 
at  right  checking  the  progress  oi  an  experiment  in  cross-breeding  potatoes. 


New  Site  Of  Brooks  Horticultural  Station 
Provides  Improved  Facilities 


Improved  facilities  for  horticultural  research  are  provided 
at  the  new  location  of  the  Horticultural  Station  which  occupies 
a  340-acre  site,  one  mile  east  of  Brooks.  Formerly  located  in  the 
Town  of  Brooks,  the  station  was  opened  at  its  new  location  last 
year. 

The  station,  operated  by  the  Alberta  Department  cf  Agri- 
culture to  develop  new  species  of  vegetables,  small  fruits  and 
irees  for  the  gardens  and  fields  of  the  Province,  consists  of  a 
main  building,  staff  quarters,  spacious  grounds  still  being  land- 
scaped, and  the  many  experimental  plots  in  which  vegetables, 
small  fruits,  flowers,  ornamental  shrubs,  and  trees  are  being 
grown. 

Within  the  main  building  are  the  administrative  offices  and 
the  large,  modern  kitchen  in  which  district  home  economists 
pack  and  test  vegetables  for  freezing.  Ample  space  is  provided 
off  the  kitchen  for  cooking  and  quick-freezing  demonstrations.  A 
large  laboratory,  adjacent  to  the  kitchen  is  available  for 
analytical  purposes  such  as  chemical  tests  on  processed  food, 
soil  tests  and  microscopic  investigation.  One  wing  of  this  building 
contains  five  controlled  temperature  rooms,  two  used  for  storage 
of  frozen  foods  and  three  for  seed  storage.  Outside  the  cold 
rooms,  13  varieties  of  potatoes,  including  some  of  the  varieties 
best  known  in  Alberta,  bask  in  pails  under  a  battery  of  fluorescent 
lights  as  part  of  cross-breeding  trials  aimed  at  developing  a 
truly  adapted  Alberta  variety. 


The  greenhouses,  which  extend  from  one  side  of  the  main 
building,  provide  facilities  for  the  propagation  of  numerous  trees 
and  ornamental  shrubs  from  cuttings,  the  starting  of  plants  from 
seed,  the  growing  of  potato  seed,  and  hybridizing  work. 

The  other  wing  of  the  main  building  is  taken  up  by  the 
rootcellar,  in  which  trees  and  shrubs  are  stored  and  packaged 
for  shipment,  potatoes  graded  in  the  annual  tuber  index  surveys, 
and  other  root  vegetables  stored.  Above  the  root-cellar  is  the 
warehouse  which  contains  all  the  numerous  accessories  and 
equipment  used  on  the  horticultural  station  as  well  as  two 
mouse-proof  rooms  in  which  seed  is  stored  under  rigidly  controlled 
conditions. 

An  automatic  temperature  recorder  mounted  in  the  hall  of 
the  main  building  records  the  temperature  at  12  locations  on 
the  station  every  five  minutes  while  a  staff  member  takes  the 
temperature  manually  at  8:00  a.m.  and  at  5:00  p.m.  daily  as  a 
check  on  the  automatic  recorder's  accuracy.  A  wind  recorder 
is  also  in  operation  while  checks  are  also  made  on  humidity  and 
precipitation. 

The  staff  house  provides  comfortable  living  quarters  for  the 
14  employees  of  the  station  who  have  their  meals  prepared  and 
served  by  a  housekeeper. 

Outside  the  buildings,  shelterbelts  protect  the  fields.  Seed- 
lings, which  will  provide  future  windbreaks  and  decoration  for 
Alberta  farms  germinate  and  grow  under  the  protection  of  a  lath 
house  made  of  snow  fencing  supported  by  seven-foot  posts  and 
burlap  windbreaks. 

Although  little  attention  is  paid  to  research  into  flowers, 
rows  of  hardy  chrysanthemums,  iris  and  peonies,  and  other  early- 
blooming  varieties  are  planted  to  make  the  station  more  attractive. 
The  plots  are  occupied  by  vegetable  crops,  and  a  test  orchard  and 
a  plot  of  13,000  fruit  tree  seedlings  where  attempts  are  being 
made  to  find  varieties  suitable  for  Alberta.  Remaining  space  is 
occupied  by  the  small  fruits  section  including  black  currants, 
strawberries  and  raspberries,  the  blocks  of  trees  used  for  seed 
production  and  numerous  other  horticultural  research  projects.  • 

Homesteaders  Apply  For  Leases 
In  Valleyview  And  Cherry  Point 

The  Department  of  Lands  and  Forests  has  received  approxi- 
mately 60  homestead  lease  applications  for  land  recently  opened 
for  settlement  in  the  Valleyview  and  Cherry  Point  areas  of 
Northern  Alberta. 

The  new  areas  opened  for  homesteading  are  east  of  Valley- 
view and  in  the  Cherry  Point  area,  west  of  Hines  Creek  near 
the  Alberta-B.C.  border. 

Applicants  are  limited  to  a  homestead  lease  of  not  more 
than  a  half-section  which  will  be  issued  after  inspectors  have 
determined  that  each  homestead  is  suitable  for  cultivation. 

A  total  of  13%  sections  was  opened  for  homesteading  this 
year  in  the  Valleyview  area  and  67V2  sections  in  the  Cherry 
Point  area.  There  are  now  approximately  6,500  active  homestead 
leases,  with  an  average  of  1,000  new  homestead  leases  beinq 
issued  each  year.  • 


Novel  Windbreak  Kits 
Contain  Shrub  Assortment 

A  new  method  of  distributing  trees  and  shrubs  for 
roadside  and  farm  windbreaks  was  introduced  this  year  by 
the  Horticultural  Station  and  has  proved  very  popular  with 
the  public. 

Instead  of  distributing  trees  and  shrubs  in  random 
assortments,  the  Horticultural  Station  this  year  made  up 
bundles,  each  containing  seven  varieties  sufficient  to  plant 
a  10-rod  length  of  windbreak.  The  bundles  were  made  up 
carefully  to  provide  an  attractive  as  well  as  effective  wind- 
break and  the  farmers  were  advised  to  plant  each  variety 
in  rotation  to  avoid  the  monotonous  appearance  of  a  row 
of  identical  trees  or  shrubs. 

Two  bundles  were  made  up,  the  first  of  which  contained 
the  Mayday  tree,  the  Siberian  Elm,  Common  Lilac,  Hungarian 
Lilac,  Red  Elder,  Highbush  Cranberry,  and  Clove  Currant. 
Bundle  No.  2  contained  Sandcherry,  Chinese  Bush  Cherry, 
Indigo  Bush,  Lead  Plant,  bush  types  of  Hardy  Roses,  Purple 
Barberry,  Russian  Almond  and  Manchu  Cherry. 

A  total  of  184  bundles  of  the  first  group  were  distributed 
and  345  of  the  second  group,  each  bundle  containing  33 
plants.  The  foregoing  figures  mean  that  the  Horticultural 
Station  has  this  year  doubled  its  shipments  of  shrubs  and 
trees  for  planting,  shipping  about  800  bundles  of  trees  as 
well  as  the  shrub  bundles. 


